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gaged in it will ever forget. At the higher altitude the wind was strong from the southwest. We were carried so far over the ice-pack that the Spitzbergen coast began to fade away m the distance, sixty or seventy miles away. At the lower altitude to which the America was presently brought down by letting out gas, the wind was not so strong, and, the motor still working well, we were able to make headway to the southward.
In addition to her equilibratov the America carried a similar serpent of leather covered with steel points designed to serve as a retardev or drag-anchor against adverse winds. 1 asked Vaniman and Loud to let this down to take the place in part of the lost equilibrator when the ship was to descend to the earth. With almost infinite trouble they managed to effect the maneuver, and we had the weight of the retarder, 400 pounds, to protect the ship from touching the ice.
Unfortunately, this improvised eqiiilihrator had a loop of steel cable dragging from its lower end, and every ten or fifteen minutes this loop caught fast upon the sharp edge of an ice floe. Popoff and I soon became quite expert in swinging the ship about with her helm, describing full or half circles, till that pesky steel loop would slide off the ice hook in which it had made fast.